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         Pastor’s Ponderings  

 

Dear Brothers and Sister in Christ, 

There are seasons when gratitude flows easily — when blessings are visible,  
prayers are answered, and joy feels close at hand. But there are also seasons when 
thankfulness feels like a discipline rather than a delight. In those times, we may 
wonder: What good is gratitude when life is hard? 

Scripture reminds us that thankfulness is not just a response to good things — it’s 
a posture of the heart that shapes how we endure the hard things. Paul writes in 1 
Thessalonians 5:18, “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you.” Not for all circumstances, but in them. Gratitude doesn’t 
deny pain — it anchors us in God’s presence through it. 

When we practice thankfulness — even in small, quiet ways — we begin to notice 
signs of grace we might have missed. A kind word. A moment of rest. A memory 
that brings a smile. These glimpses of goodness don’t erase our struggles, but they 
remind us we are not alone in them. 

•  Keep a “gratitude journal” — even one word a day can shift your focus. 

•  Name one thing you’re thankful for with someone else — a spouse, a 
 child, a friend. 

•  In prayer, begin not with requests, but with thanks — even if it’s just for 
 breath and light. 

As a community, may we be people who practice thankfulness not because life is 
always easy, but because God is always faithful. May our gratitude be a light for 
one another — especially in the dark. 

Your sister in Christ, Pastor Karen  
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ST.  MARK’S  EP ISTLE 

  
Sunday School Kids: 

Our Christmas program practices have begun. 
Practices are during the Sunday School time. And 
our program will be on December 7th during the 
church service. 

NOVEMBER                                                                                                                       
READERS/ACOLYTES                                           HS TECH ———— 
 
NOV 2—   Dyllon  Fillipi    Lydia Felber 
NOV 9—   Tia Hansen               Allie Rutar 
NOV 16-    Kolin Schrunk                                      Marcus Dregalla 
NOV 23—  Liberty Swinton                                   Zander Welsh 

 

 

ROLL OF SAINTS 
We remember and give thanks to God for the lives of those members of our St. Mark’s & 
St. Peter’s family who have passed on between November 3, 2024  and November 2, 2025 
 
St. Mark’s— David Lueders; Leonard Urbanec; 
Sharon Buchholz; Janet Fredrickson; Clarence 
(Pete) Bolln 
 
St. Peter’s— Leon Wichman; Larry Sunderman 
 
ROLL OF BAPTISMS 
We celebrate these St. Mark’s Baptisms this past year: 
                           
St. Mark’s—  Beckham Brehmer; Nash Miller; Rhett Poley;  
Chloe Ferris 
St. Peter’s—  Nelly Moeller;    Ryan Thomsen 

Congratulations to Sassy and Josh Buchholz, who  were united in Holy 
Matrimony on October 25th @ St. Mark’s.   May God fill your hearts with 
love and may your marriage be strengthened by faith and the joy of the 
Lord.  

 FIRST COMMUNION WILL BE OFFERED TO THE STUDENTS ON SUNDAY, 

NOVEMBER 16TH.           IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING SCHOOL ON NOV 5TH 

STUDENTS WILL MEET AT CHURCH TO DECORATE THEIR GOBLETS.   



         WORDS OF THANKS 
AND OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ST.  MARK’S  EP ISTLE 

Thank you to our quilting ladies who sent 105 quilts to Lutheran World Relief, and also 
donated several to the Community Cares project.  Our talented  quilters are:    Nancy 
Suhr, Sally Allen, Connie Schnier, Lynda Suhr, Karen Westerhold,  Traudle Reppert, 
Tammy Nelson-Lovett, Jenny Tyrrell  

Watch for information on this year’s quilt raffle ! 

Thanks also to Butch Suhr and Rich Suhr for arranging to transport 

the quilts to Norfolk and to Jody @ Cubby’s for saving the boxes. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO WERE   
CONFIRMED AT ST. MARKS ON OCTOBER 19TH 

Marcus Dregalla               Laurel Felber               Chloe Ferris 

Dyllon Fillipi                     Tianna Hansen             Ryker Hansen 

Kolin Schrunk                   Liberty Swinton           Kyson Walsh 

 

AND THOSE STUDENTS CONFIRMED AT ST. PETER’S ON OCTOBER 26TH 

Eli Harral    and      Beau Thomsen 
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Treasurer’s Report for the Month of Sept. 2025 
                                    GENERAL FUND                           

Beginning Balance                                         $    25,550.61 

Income      $    12,439.49                         

Expenses/PR Liability                                   $   (16,167.57)                     

Balance on hand 9/30/2025   $   21,811.53         

POINSETTIAS  
Would you like to share a poinsettia with 
the church for the Christmas Holidays?  
This year you may order through church 
by December 7th.  The price is $16.50, 
make your check  payable to St. 
Mark’s. Fill out the enclosed order form 
and bring it and the payment  to church or 
mail if you would like. The orders will be 
given to Puckett’s and they will deliver 
them with your name attached.  You may 
still bring your own if you desire.          
Poinsettias  may be picked up following 
the Christmas Eve service or any day fol-
lowing.    Order forms will also be availa-
ble at church. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS (red only) 
 
I would like to order ________ plants at     $16.50   
each 
 
In Memory of  

______________________________________             

 
 or In Honor of  

_______________________________________ 
 

From (your name)  

_______________________________ 

 

Phone _____________________  

 
 
Amount Enclosed $______(check____ cash ___) 
 
Checks payable to “St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church” 
Orders & Payment due by Dec. 7th 

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE         
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26th                        

7:00PM @ ST. MARK’S 
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ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 
302 S. Norris Avenue 
P.O. Box 580 
Pender, NE 68047 
 
 
                    Forwarding Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
To this believer in God’s love: 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
Nov.  1 ~  Shawn Doht 
    Rylee Lehmkuhl      
Nov.  2 ~  Boyd Hightree 
     Trista Hansen 
                 Candice Jewell 
Nov.  3 ~  Agnes Habrock 
     Marcelene Tonjes 
                  Lowell Lehmkul 
Nov.  4  ~  
 Tony & Mackenzie Smith 
Nov.  6 ~   Austin Heineman 
      Derwin Roberts 
                  Jack Darling 
Nov.  7 ~  Paige Swanson 
 
Nov.  8 ~  Nancy Johnson 
             Doug & Suzi  Schrieber 
                  
Nov. 10 ~ Harold Janke 
    William Reppert 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 
Nov. 11 ~   Gene Cas 
Nov. 12 ~  Reece Heinema 
Nov. 13 ~  Jennifer Tyrrell 
      Amanda VonSeggern 
Nov. 14 ~  Scott Ostrand 
Nov. 15 ~  Roy Kai 
     Breanna Schmeckpeper 
Nov. 17 ~  Justice Brehmer 
Nov. 18 ~  David Johnson 
     Carolyn VonSeggern 
 
Nov. 19 ~  Suzi Schrieber 
     Joanne VonSeggern 
Nov. 20     Rink Hansen 
Nov. 21 ~ Steve & Mary Meyer 
                 Paul & Diane Randall 

 
Nov. 22 ~  Don Heineman 
     Bailey Leonard 
     Paul Randall 
 
Nov. 23 ~  Alyssa Geisert 
Nov. 24 ~  Norma Hightree 
 Robert & Susan Urbanec 
Nov. 25 ~   Quinn Gutzmann 
     Grant Lander  
                   Ramsey Hansen 
 Steve & Jeanne Hansen 
Nov.  26 ~ Skyler Prokop 
     Brett Tyrrell 
Nov. 27 ~  Trevor Janke 
      
Nov. 28 ~  Matt Dregalla 
                  
Nov. 29  ~ Kooper Schrunk 
                   
Nov. 30 ~  Joslynn Jewell                                        
       Hoss & Jennifer Hammond 


