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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Grace and peace to you this Advent and 

Christmas. What an amazing roller 

coaster we have been on this year! St. Peter’s began the 

search for a new pastor and after a series of stops and starts 

began a discussion with St. Mark’s. I remember how excited 

our councils were to enter into the call process with one     

another. If that were our only blessing “Dayenu”- it would be 

enough. But no sooner had the decision been made and the 

date set, than the fire broke out at St. Mark’s… 

That sounds tragic, but I think we all quickly recognized that 

God had prepared our churches for the losses and for the 

gains. We were meant to truly come together as a family, not 

just supporting each other by sharing a pastor, but by     

coming together as a family. 

St. Mark’s church will once again be sanctuary for its      

member’s, but it will be different. Not just because of some 

updates to the building, but because we are different. Just as 

this broken world was never the same when the son of God 

entered in, we, in our broken places have been changed into 

something more than we were before, because of God.  

We revert to our own buildings this month, but we don’t     

regress. God has a plan for us. Jesus is here with us. Let’s 

take every opportunity to seek God’s plan for our future with 

joy and thanksgiving! God is good, Amen 

A very blessed Christmas to you all, Pastor, Karen 

Pastor’s Ponderings 

Sunday 

School Kids: 

We have begun 

our Christmas 

program      

practices. Our 

program will be 

on December 

11th during  

the church ser-

vice. 
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2022 Soup Sign-up 

We will be having chili and chicken noodle soup following the Christmas program on December 

11th.  

The following items are needed. Sign up sheet is at St. Peter’s Church. 

Hamburger (need 15lbs) 

Onions: (4 medium yellow onions) 

Chili beans (40 oz) 2 cans    Crushed Tomatoes (28 oz) 2 cans 

Family size Tomato Soup (23 oz) 2 cans  Tomato Juice  (10 quarts) 

Petite Diced Tomato  (28 oz) 4 cans   Pinto beans  (30 oz) 2 cans 

Chicken Thighs: (20)     Celery: (4 packages) 

Carrots (4 1lb bags)           Cream of Chicken Soup   (Family size -23 oz) 2 cans 

Chicken base- 2 (16 oz tubes)   Frozen Egg Noodles (24 oz)      6 bags 

 
 

 

 

St. Mark’s Bible Study 
 
St. Mark’s Adult Bible Study 
class, formerly, Martha’s 
Circle-WELCA, will       
continue to meet at Covenant 
Church Whitney Street,     
behind House Library for the 
foreseeable future. 
Meetings are the first 
Wednesday of each month at 
2pm. It is open to everyone. 
 

St. Mark’s Soup Dinner – December 11th, 2022 

Our soup dinner will be held on Sunday,        

December 11th at 10am following worship in 

the Fellowship Hall. Chicken noodle, chili and 

vegetable beef will be served along with       

desserts. Please sign up for the soup ingredients 

and desserts in the St.      

Peter’s entryway.  

(See above) 

 Thank you,  

St. Mark’s Church Council 

GENERAL FUND                           

Balance on hand 09/30/2022  $    169,587.55                    

Income    $    523,013.05    

Total     $    692,625.32        

Expenses    $  (536,857.44)                           

Balance on hand 10/30/2022  $   155,767.88  

TOTAL BALANCE 

OF GENERAL     

$155,767.88 



         WORDS OF THANKS 
AND OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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POINSETTIAS  

Would you like to share a poinsettia with the 

church for the Christmas Holidays?  This year 

you may order through church by December 5th.  

The price is $16.00, make your check  payable 

to St. Mark’s. Fill out the enclosed order form 

and bring it and a check to church or bring it to 

the office or mail if you would like. The orders 

will be given to Puckett’s and they will deliver 

them with your name attached.  You may still 

bring your own if you desire. Poinsettias  may be 

picked up following the Christmas Eve service or 

any day following. Order forms will also be 

available at church. 

. 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS (red only) 
 
I would like to order ________ plants at $16.00 each 
 
In Memory of 
__________________________________________             

 
 or In Honor of 
__________________________________________ 
 

From (your name) 

 ___________________________________________ 
 
Phone _____________________  
 
Amount Enclosed $__________(check____ cash ___) 
 
Checks payable to “St. Mark’s Lutheran Church” 
Orders & Payment due by Dec. 5th 

  

Poinsettia Order Form 

 

 
 
 
 

Greeting cards are now offered by St. Mark’s 

Church. There are boxes of SYMPATHY, GET 

WELL, BIRTHDAY, and THINKING OF YOU cards 

for $5.00 per box. Make checks out to “St. Mark’s        

Lutheran Church”. If there are any questions,        

contact Janice Smith at        (402) 385-2361. 

 
 
 
 

 Each year there are friends among you that remember me with a gift. God has 
blessed me with enough for my needs. I would be so thankful for gifts to help others 
this Christmas! ELCA Good Gifts, Marion Medical Mission,                                      
Lutheran World Relief or another cause.                                        Pastor Karen                               

https://goodgifts.elca.org/


 
 

“Portrait of A Biblical Giver” Part 2 
 
In This article we’re going to cover the final three characteristics of a ”Biblical Giver.”  
They are FIRST, PROPORTIONAL and CHEERFUL. 
 
FIRST FRUITS - Giving of our FIRST fruits to God. 
We are blessed with time, talent and treasure every day of our lives and we should set 
aside first, a portion of these blessings received.  This characteristic is closely related to 
the three characteristics we talked about last month: INTENTIONAL, REGULAR and 
GENEROUS.  First fruits should be Intentional, Regular and Generous. 
 
PROPORTIONAL – Nowhere in the Bible will you find, “give $25 or $50 etc.”  but you 
will find “Give in proportion to the blessings you have received.”  Those with large wealth 
are expected to give much, proportionally and likewise those with little wealth are ex-
pected to do the same.  Jesus gave an example of proportionate giving as found in Mark 
12:41-44.  Paraphrased; HE talked about how the rich were giving out of their abundance 
but a poor widow gave two small copper coins which was all she had.  Tithing might be 
something you might consider as your blessings grow.  
 
CHEERFUL GIVER -  Our final characteristic and a best known Bible verse comes from 
2 Corinthians 9:7 “God loves a cheerful giver.”  The point in this verse is this:  the one 
who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will reap 
bountifully.  Give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. 
 
THANKS for listening and reading my stewardship articles this year.  I hope they have 
been helpful and somewhat inspiring to your stewardship faith journey. 
 
In His service on behalf of the Stewardship Committee. 
Gene Kai  

.        WE’RE BACK! 
After five months, St. Mark’s will finally be worshipping in our sanctuary again. We pray that 
people who have not been attending since the fire, for whatever reason, will be back with us 
as the church opens her doors on December 11th for the Children’s Christmas program and 
Soup Supper. 

There is a bitter sweet aspect of returning for many in our church. The last months that have 
been shared with St. Peter’s have been really special and I believe we will be looking for 
ways to continue coming together, working together, and worshipping together. We have truly 
been blessed to have them supporting our church as we get back on our feet! 

While our first service back will be held at 10:30 for the sake of the joint children’s program 
and Soup Supper, the following week we will begin our new time at 9am. 



 

ST. MARK’S CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11TH, 10:30am CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 
                      Come, everyone, to enjoy Christmas through the children’s eyes 

 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24TH, 4pm CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
Family Service at St. Peter’s 

 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24TH, 6:30pm CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
 Candlelight Service 

 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25TH, 10:00AM SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Mark’s Annual Meeting  
will be held in January 

 
Please, please, please committee members  get your re-

ports into the office by January 1st, so I can try to get 

them ready to hand out .  I need Church Council, Chris-

tian Education Committee, Property,  Worship and Mu-

sic Committee, Altar Committee and Women of the 

ELCA.  I will also need the financial statement and 

books of the Cemetery Fund and the WELCA as soon 

as possible, hopefully by the 5th of January so they 

may be audited along with church’s.                   

Everyone’s cooperation with this is very helpful. 

 

 Thank you, 

Melissa Hansen 

Worship & Music 

Meeting:  
   January 4th, 2023 @ 5pm 

At St. Mark’s 

Thank you dinner: 
December 3rd, 5:30pm 

at St. Mark’s 
followed by 

Budget Meeting  

December 14  

3-4pm Youth 
Group/

Confirmation 
Christmas Party! 
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Dec.  2 ~ Scott Krusemark 

Dec. 4-Vern & Gayle Dahlman 

Dec.  6 ~ Reanna Hallstrom 

     Delwin Suhr 

              

Dec.  7 ~ Dylan Brader 

                Randy Tietz 

Dec.  8 ~ Jason Urbanec 

 

Dec.  9 ~ Rod & Ellen Lander  

Dec. 10   Sally Allen 

   Connie Felber 

   Emily Glissman 

   Jordyn Nilges 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Dec. 11 ~Jake Buchholz 

Dec. 14 ~ Gene & Bev Kai 

 

Dec. 15 ~Anastin Geisert 

                Myra Hansen 

Dec. 16 ~Hayley Hallstrom 

                Justin Buchholz                                

                Kristie Widders 

      Josh & Melissa Hansen  

    

Dec. 17 ~Wesley Dunn 

Dec. 19 ~Dustin Evans 

   Becky Mostek 

               Blake Leonard 

Dec. 20 ~Cole Christiansen 

    Shelley Buchholz 

                 MacKenzie Smith 

  

Dec. 21 ~ Deb Leonard 

      

Dec. 23 ~ Kristy Schmidt 

         Joel & Teri Lamplot 

Dec. 24 ~Lauren Ostrand 

   Russ Tonjes 

 

 

 

Dec. 25 ~  Keith Meierdierks 

Dec. 26 ~  Maggie Zvacek  

     

Dec. 27 ~  Mark Anderson 

    Mark & Lorraine Lander 

Dec. 28 ~ Bryan Gatzemeyer 

    Ken Siebrandt 

Dec. 29 ~   

        Milon & Dawn Fillipi 

Dec. 30 ~ Paul Powley 

Dec. 31 ~  Lynda Suhr 

                Charles Urbanec 

                 Peggy Nelson 
 

 


